
 
Grade distributions across all 14 sections of BIOL 120 since Fall 2017 (mean N= 116/section), excluding 
honors sections and Gatton Academy students. NJM distributions for F18 and S19 are provided along with 
NJM mean distributions compared to all other sections. Error bars display standard error. Unpaired t-tests 
revealed all differences between NJM MEAN and OTHER to be nonsignificant, except for an increase in 
%Bs (t= 5.4, df = 12, p < 0.001). 
 

 
DFW rate across all 14 sections of BIOL 120 since Fall 2017, excluding honors sections and Gatton Academy 
students. Error bars display standard error. Unpaired t-tests revealed the lower DFW rate for NJM to be 
nonsignificant. The FW rate is also provided because for the majority of BIOL 120 students, a D does not 
stop progression. 
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Student population dynamics in BIOL 120 across 14 sections from Fall 2017 (mean N=116). Data exclude 
honors sections and Gatton Academy Students.  
 
Other analyses of note: 
 

• Across these sections, there was no correlation (r = -0.02 to 0.1) between: 
o W rate vs. retention to the next fall semester 
o Frequency of Fs vs. retention to the next fall semester 
o Frequency Ds vs. retention to the next fall semester 
o Frequency of DFs vs. retention to the next fall semester 
o DFW rate and retention to the next fall semester 

 

• There was no significant difference between the retention rate of NJM students (mean = 84%) 
and students from all other sections (mean = 85%) of BIOL 120. 
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