To Whom It May Concern,

WKU is a home, a second family because of the atmosphere full of love and support
from the faculty and staff. Many words come to mind when someone hears the name, Dr.
Natalie Mountjoy. She has been a professor at Western Kentucky University for a short period,
but has made an impact in her community and among her students that will last a life time. She
is not only an incredible professor that genuinely cares about the success of her students, but
she is an advisor that works vigorously for her students to achieve their dreams. | first had the
pleasure of meeting Dr. Mountjoy in Biology 121 lab. Our class knew from the first lab that she
didn’t want to just teach us definitions, but inspire us and provide skill sets to use throughout
the rest of our lives. Each week she came in with a positive attitude and radiating energy. She
was constantly asking how she could improve the lab for the next semester, what more she
could do as a professor to help us learn, and what we needed from her to succeed not only in
the classroom, but in all aspects of school and life. She has been the most impactful professor in
my college career so far because of her heart for others.

Her passion now carries over into being an advisor for pre-medicine students. Times
when | was scared and nervous for my future plans, she instilled confidence in me to continue
to follow my dreams. | believe in myself because she believes in me. She stands beside any
students’ side and provides support, encouragement, and confidence when they need it most. |
have had her as a pre-med advisor, and every meeting | have with her, whether it is five

minutes or an hour, | leave her office feeling confident in myself to achieve my goals. | truly



value her support and her willingness to go far above and beyond what is required of her as an
advisor.

Lastly, | had the amazing pleasure of going abroad with Dr. Mountjoy to Kasigau, Kenya
during Winter break of the 18-19 school year. We were part of Partners in Caring; Medicine in
Kenya. While on this trip there were fifteen students, three doctors, and two faculty that
worked with the people of Kenya to provide medical treatment that is not always easily
accessible in these parts of the country. While we were on this trip | was able to see the true
passion, she had for the people of Kenya. She showed love to each person she came across. She
also allowed me to realize the importance of serving others any chance you get, and finding a
passion for something that is bigger than yourself.

While she has an array of research, awards, service, and grants that show her dedication
and commitment to her field of study. What makes her truly special in my eyes, is her
dedication and commitment to her students and the betterment of the community she is in.
The qualities she possesses leave a lasting impact on each student who walks through her
classroom doors. Dr. Mountjoy exemplifies what it means to have a servant’s heart and will

forever be one of my greatest role models.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Lyons

WKU Spirit Master
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