
Kentucky (Bowling Green) COVID Timeline 
 

March 6, 2020: Kentucky’s 1st case of COVID-19 in Lexington 
https://wfpl.org/kentucky-has-first-confirmed-case-of-covid-19-from-coronavirus/ 
 
March 10, 2020: Berea College among first US college to shut down 
https://www.berea.edu/covid-19/daily-campus-updates/ 
 
March 11, 2020: WHO Declares COVID-19 a Global Pandemic 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32191675/ 
 
March 14, 2020: Kentucky grocery stores run out of toilet paper 
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2020/03/14/coronavirus-kentucky-louisville-
stores-stripped-bare/5050153002/ 
 
March 16, 2020: All Kentucky restaurants and bars ordered to close.  
https://www.kentucky.com/lexgoeat/restaurants/article241225476.html 
 
March 18, 2020: First case of COVID confirmed in Warren county 
https://www.wnky.com/first-warren-county-coronavirus-case-reported/ 
 
March 19, 2020: Bowling Green City Offices close doors to the public. 
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/city-of-bg-decides-to-close-government-buildings-to-the-
public/article_5025b66a-02e4-5b5c-8b3b-5009e811cecb.html 
 
March 19, 2020: Beshear bans all mass gatherings 
https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=97 
 
March 22, 2020: Bowing Green Native, and COVID skeptic, Sen. Rand Paul tests positive for 
COVID-19. 
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Republican-Rand-Paul-of-Kentucky-becomes-first-US-
senator-to-test-positive-for-coronavirus-569009771.html 
 
March 23, 2020: All non life-sustaining business are closed. Elective Medical procedures 
stopped. Bowling Green City Parks Closed 
https://www.wlky.com/article/gov-andy-beshear-closes-all-non-essential-retail-stores-to-halt-
spread-of-covid-19/31884299 
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/joint-decision-to-close-local-parks-one-of-the-hardest-to-
make/article_ff13524b-f741-554e-9df4-b4d6bc507a28.html 
 
March 24, 2020: MedCenter Health announces 24/7 Urgent Care, as well as increased critical 
care beds in the “D-Tower” of the Medical Center.  
https://www.wnky.com/medical-center-urgentcare-now-open-24-hours-a-day-to-free-up-er-
space-for-covid-response/ 
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March 25, 2020: Barren River Health Department Establishes COVID hotline 
https://www.barrenriverhealth.org/covid-19-information 
 
April 1, 2020: All out of state travel, with the exception of health or family care, is banned. 
https://www.kfvs12.com/2020/04/01/gov-beshear-give-update-pm-planning-statewide-drive-
thru-testing/ 
 
April 2, Schools recommended not to return in person until May.  
https://www.wsaz.com/content/news/Ky-Gov-says-schools-not-returning-is-in-realm-of-
possibility-569272491.html 
 
April 4, 2020: Gov. Beshear recommends wearing cloth masks as urged by the CDC. 
https://www.wkyt.com/content/news/WATCH-LIVE-Gov-Beshear-gives-Saturday-update-on-
COVID-19-in-Kentucky-569377141.html 
 
April 8, 2020: One adult per household to grocery shop. 
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/local/2020/04/08/kentucky-coronavirus-
shoppers-limited-one-adult-per-household/2973559001/ 
 
April 16, 2020: FDA urges recovered patients to donate blood for convalescent plasma therapy. 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-
encourages-recovered-patients-donate-plasma-development-blood 
 
April 20, 2020: City and County schools close for the remainder of the year. 
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/schools-will-be-closed-for-2019-20-year-continue-
remote-learning/article_b1807547-a373-5fb3-963c-b3cb9156d5eb.html 
 
April 23, 2020: Free COVID testing at South Warren  
https://www.wbko.com/content/news/Kentucky-expanding-COVID-19-testing-with-Kroger-
569890811.html 
 
April 27, 2020: Diagnostic testing, outpatient services, optometry and dental offices open again. 
https://kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=146 
 
May 5, 2020: 102 patients in total hospitalized with COVID-19. 
https://www.wbko.com/content/news/Coronavirus-Workgroup-answers-frequently-asked-
questions-570211391.html 
 
May 22, 2020: Restaurants permitted to open at 33% capacity. 
https://www.14news.com/2020/05/22/kentucky-restaurants-reopen-dining-rooms-capacity/ 
 
June 2, 2020: Gyms and parks allowed to open at 33% capacity.  
https://www.fox19.com/2020/06/02/gyms-now-open-kentucky-how-are-they-keeping-you-
safe/ 
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June 15, 2020: Bowling Green city offices and buildings reopen to public. 
https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/city-buildings-to-reopen-june-15/article_75842a39-7442-
5776-bde8-98b7e76d0cb9.html 
 
July 9, 2020: Masks mandatory in public for persons ages 5 and older beginning at 5pm. 
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/kentucky/articles/2020-07-08/2-lawsuits-filed-
over-coronavirus-orders-in-kentucky 
 
July 16, 2020: AG Cameron motions to block all Beshear mandates. 
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/2020/07/16/daniel-cameron-files-
motion-block-all-covid-19-orders-kentucky-governor-andy-beshear/5450207002/ 
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