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This article gives an overview the typical steps in a clinical trial for a novel vaccine. There are
three phases for vaccine candidates. Phase one is conducted in healthy, immunocompetent
adults. Phase two includes a wider range of people from different age groups, races, ethnicities,
genders, and those with pre-existing antibodies. Phase three studies evaluate vaccine efficacy
as in the percent reduction in incidence, and vaccine safety. This phase is considered “in field”
and will mimic conditions of the intended future routine usage.
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Phase three trials were evaluated in young healthy volunteers. There were about 30,000
healthy participants used for the trial, which showed to be 95% effective. Older participants
with comorbidities were not included until the safety was first established. The vaccine was
approved for emergent use after the trial was conducted with the 30,000 volunteers
(*Potentially didn’t have a representative sample to reliably show the potential side effects in
the public*?).
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The study participants included Adults 16 years of age or older who were healthy or had stable
chronic medical conditions, including but not limited to human immunodeficiency virus (HIV),
hepatitis B virus, or hepatitis C virus infection. Anyone with an immunocompromising disorder
was excluded. Among these 37,706 participants, 49% were female, 83% were White, 9% were
Black or African American, 28% were Hispanic or Latinx, 35% were obese (body mass index [the
weight in kilograms divided by the square of the height in meters] of at least 30.0), and 21%
had at least one coexisting condition.
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There were 21 anaphylaxis cases reported to the CDC between December 1, 2020 to December
23, 2020. During the same period, VAERS identified 83 cases of nonanaphylaxis allergic
reactions after Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccination

5) Pfizer's vaccine raises allergy concerns
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Polyethylene glycol may be the cause of allergic reaction in people who receive the COVID-19
vaccine. Clinical trials of the vaccines, which involved tens of thousands of people, did not find
serious adverse events caused by the vaccine. They excluded people with a history of allergies
to components of the COVID-19 vaccines; Pfizer also excluded those who previously had a
severe adverse reaction from any vaccine.
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