December 28, 2020
To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing in support of Dr. Natalie Mountjoy’s nomination for the Ogden College Faculty Award for
Teaching.

As | entered college, | had a preconception fostered by my high school teachers that college professors
“do not care—they lecture and leave.” However, | was fortunate enough to have Dr. Mountjoy for Biol-
123 my freshman fall, and my preconception quickly turned to a misconception. After having Dr.
Mountjoy for lab two consecutive semesters | participated in the Medicine in Kenya trip which Dr.
Mountjoy accompanied, | then chose her as my faculty advisor, and for the last two semesters I've been
a TA for her Biol-121 labs. Dr. Mountjoy gives every student her all, from working tirelessly behind the
scenes redesigning course structures to delivering content in a manner that promotes learning at its
best, she constantly strives to be the best educator she can.

When | had Dr. Mountjoy for my freshman biology labs, | quickly noticed she was someone who was
passionate about the content. Her enthusiasm while lecturing coupled with her clever ways to
remember key concepts, encouraged me, as a new biology student, to embrace the subject. | believe it
is paramount for new biology students to have experiences with faculty members who foster an
appreciation for fundamental biological concepts, which is exactly what Dr. Mountjoy did for me my
freshman year.

As | mentioned before, | have been a TA for Dr. Mountjoy for the past two semesters. | have seen her
passion and dedication firsthand. For the last two years Dr. Mountjoy has diligently created a new
platform for the Biol-121 lab. The lab is no longer “set-in-stone” so to speak, rather students get to
design their own experiments. In the old lab everyone did the same experiment, and the TA knew the
exact outcome. Now students choose which variables they want to manipulate, the TA guides them in
their approach and design, and they compare outcomes within the class. On top of that, she has
incorporated what was previously left out of freshmen level labs—statistical tests and scientific
literature—it’s no secret that both will appear as students advance into upper-level courses within our
discipline. Dr. Mountjoy’s new approach promotes inquiry-based learning, and | have seen students,
firsthand, acquire essential skills that will greatly benefit them throughout their four years in Ogden
College.

The example above is just one snippet of many influential changes Dr. Mountjoy has implemented in her
courses, but it says a tremendous amount about her as an educator. Dr. Mountjoy is an ecologist;
however, she successfully redesigned a course molecular in nature. We have a large number of pre-
professional students who will be taking some of the most important and challenging standardized
exams, luckily Dr. Mountjoy’s innovations in educating students will prepare them for success beginning
week one of their time at WKU.

Dr. Mountjoy constantly delivers a level of dedication to her students, her TA’s, and Ogden College that
is matched by few. She not only promotes inquiry in the classroom but does so for each individual
student regardless of where they stand in their level of biological knowledge. She has been the most
influential educator on me, as a biology student and future physician, to date. Over the last four years |
have had multiple courses in the Biology, Chemistry, and Physics departments, and | cannot think of a
more deserving faculty member for this award.
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